
Inspiration from all over the Reservation  
Submitted by: Audrey Balkenbush 

              In October, four 
women – Elizabeth Dahe, 
Barbara Tong, Audrey Bal-
kenbush and Janice Lever 
(Audrey’s mother visiting 
from E. Africa) – went to 
visit old Bahá’í friends in 
Dinnebito, a remote commu-
nity north of Keams Canyon 
and home of late Bahá’í 
Jenny Manybeads, and fam-
ily. Barbara navigated up the 
remote mesas like it was a 
familiar routine, but it 
seemed as if no one was 
around. Just as we were 
heading out, someone 
emerged who recognized 
Barbara. We were invited 
into Bessy Begay’s home. It 
was a touching reunion, espe-
cially for Elizabeth Dahe and 
Bessy Begay (daughter of 
Jenny Manybeads and sister 
of Moses Nakai). Language 
barriers gave way to heart-
stirring feelings and memo-
ries of past times, trips, and 
activities shared. Bessy’s 
daughter, Jane translated for 
everyone. Even though our 

visit was unannounced, Bessy 
and Jane graciously served us 
a traditional lunch of soup, 
blue corn mush, and fresh tor-
tillas. Before leaving, prayers 
were shared.  
             How confirming it was 
to see Bessy Begay again at 
the recent NABI Blessing 
Dedication Ceremony! She 
came with Barbara Nakai and 
family members Ella Romero 
of Newlands and Alton Begay 
of Tuba City. This brings to 
mind the advice shared at the 
district convention – pay visits 
to the friends whenever possi-
ble.  
             For the Birth of Ba-
há’u’lláh, a spirited celebration 
was held in Jeddito at the Bal-
kenbush home. Eight adults 
and eight children gathered for 
dinner, prayers, and stories. A 
popular event was singing and 
beating rhythms on coffee can 
drums, “we give thanks to the 
land of Ta, for giving us Ba-
há’u’lláh”, and other songs by 
candlelight. Paper chains and 
decorated stars that were made 

by the children and children’s 
class the week before were 
hung for the Bab and Ba-
há’u’lláh.  
             Afterwards, the kids 
decorated a cake that said, 
Bahá’u’lláh’s Birthday with 
candles, and then we ate it up.  
             Bahá’í children’s 
classes continue to be held 
every two weeks (weather 
permitting) at Terry Slimko’s 
home in Whitecone. Our goal 
is to eventually move to the 
Whitecone Chapterhouse, but 
there’s an enthusiastic idea of 
building a small Bahá’í Cen-
ter. The idea comes from sup-
portive Whitecone families 
(not yet Bahá’í) who pro-
posed the idea and are willing 
to build the Center. Certainly 
it will come to pass; it’s just a 
matter of when.  
             A final note: Please 
remember Elizabeth Dahe in 
your prayers. Her health is 
very frail and since January 
1st, she has been in the Phoe-
nix Indian Hospital with 
pneumonia.  

Youth Empowerment 2 

Junior Youth 2 

New Volunteers 3 

Hand of the Cause: 
Louis Gregory 

4 

Tribute to Black  
History Month 

4 

Poetry 5 

Home Visits 5 

Inside this issue: 

            On Saturday, January 15th, many 
Ruhi tutors gathered for reflection in Lu-
kachukai, Arizona. It was a time for tell-
ing stories about the ongoing study cir-
cles, devotional gatherings, and children’s 
classes taking place in and around the Na-
vajo reservation.  

The completion of two study cir-
cles was celebrated. One was a book one 
study circle that took place in Fort Defi-
ance, Arizona with Kaye Webster tutoring 
at her home. The second was a book four 
study circle tutored by Stephen Rogers at 
the home of Alvin, JoAnn, and Kyla Bit-
silly in Mexican Springs, New Mexico. 

 All of the participants of these 
special gatherings are an integral part of 
the Five Year Plan, and are planning to 
continue their study of other Ruhi books 
offered.  

 

Tutor Reflection Gathering in  
Lukachukai Have you seen the  

latest  
Bahá’í Newsreel? 

If not, it’s a must - see! 
 

The first 15 minutes is spent with a 
Navajo Family on the reservation. 

This is a great teaching tool for those 
working with indigenous  

believers anywhere in the world. 
How can you get a hold of the news-
reel? Find your nearest Local Spiri-
tual Assembly or Registered Group. 

If all else fails, contact NABI at 
nabi@usbnc.org  

or call: 
(928) 587-7599 

 

Support Your 
Community’s 
Ayyam-I-ha 
Celebration! 

 
- Or - 

 
Join NABI at 5pm  

on February 24th for: 
 
• Prayers 
• Games  
• Good Food 
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The Origins of Black  
History Month 
Carter Godwin Woodson, a 

high school teacher born to parents who 
had both been slaves, began what would 
eventually become Black History 
Month. The observance was originally 
only a week long and called Negro His-
tory Week. It wasn’t until the United 
States Bicentennial in 1976 that it became 
a month long observance and acquired 
the title Black History Month.  

Louis G. Gregory 

“Hand of the Cause”  
Louis G. Gregory 

Louis G. Gregory was born in 
1874 and was raised in Charleston, 
South Carolina by his mother, Mary 
Elizabeth, and his stepfather, Col. 
George Gregory. After his birth father 
died of tuberculosis in 1879, Colonel 
George Gregory became a very compas-
sionate and loving father to both Louis 
and his brother Theodore.  

Mr. Gregory was educated at 
what is now the Avery Research Center, 
Fisk University, and Howard Univer-
sity’s School of Law were he became 
know as one of the “talented tenth”. 
This is what W.E.B. DuBois termed the 
most skilled and educated African 
Americans of the time.  

It was at a meeting in the winter 
of 1907 that Mr. Gregory first became 
familiar with the Bahá’í Faith. It was at 
this same meeting that he became ac-
quainted with a white couple from the 
South. They shared with him their love 
and profound respect for all peoples, as 

well as teachings of the Faith. 
In 1909, Louis Gregory em-
braced the Bahá’í Faith as his 
own and became one its most 
prominent members.  

  In 1912, Mr. Gregory 
was elected to the nine-
member Bahá’í national ad-
ministrative body for the first 
time. Before his dilapidating 
health reduced his activities, 

he was elected fifteen more times to Ba-
há’í administrative bodies. In that same 
year, Louis Gregory married his loving 
wife of forty years, Louisa Mathew, a 
British-born, Cambridge-educated, White 
Bahá’í.  

The Gregory’s moved to Eliot, 
Maine, near Green Acre Bahá’í School, in 
1946, when their lives began slowing 
down due to failing health. It was here on 
July 30, 1951 that Louis G. Gregory 
passed-on with his dearly loved wife at 
his side.  

               As our nation recognizes the 
many contributions Black Americans 
have made to the advancement of our 
country, and celebrates Black History 
Month, we living on the Navajo and 
Hopi Nations are equally proud to re-
member such contributions made to the 
promotion of Bahá’u’lláh’s word in this 
region.  
             Many on the Navajo and Hopi 
reservations owe their understanding of 
Bahá’u’lláh and the Bahá’í Faith to 
black Bahá’ís who pioneered to serve 
this area. Mary and Amos Gibson and 
three children were among the first to 
teach here. The family came in 1955 
and lived first in Gallup before finding 
work in Pinon. Later they moved to 

Fort Wingate and Bread 
Springs to teach the Faith.  
             Soon other pioneers 
followed and the Navajo-Hopi 
area saw their contributions 
throughout the land, from 
Crownpoint to Tuba City and 
Keams Canyon; from Gallup 
to Shiprock and Ganado. Many 
were taught, and even more 
were served. The Gibson’s 
were also the teachers of the 
very first member of the Na-
vajo Tribe to enroll as a Ba-
há’í.  
             Some were among the 
first to teach us how to make 
home visits and conduct dis-

tance-learning programs. Others helped 
establish Local Spiritual Assemblies. Still 
others helped with the translation of 
prayers.  
             Amos and Mary were particularly 
involved in assisting the 1962 Pine 
Springs Council Fire where over one 
hundred Navajos accepted the Message 
of Bahá’u’lláh for this age. (See The Ba-
há’í World, Volume XVIII pp. 665-669 
for more). Thereafter, they moved to 
Haifa, Israel for service to the Universal 
House of Justice. 
             Many pioneers still remain here 
and throughout Indian Country. We 
honor them always for bringing us this 
love, this understanding and this service.  

We Honor the Contributions Made By Black Pioneers  

 

“God maketh no distinction between the white 
and the black….All colors are acceptable to 
Him, be they white, black, or yellow.” And, “God 
did not make these divisions [of race, 
nationality, or caste]. These distinctions have 
had their origin in man himself. Therefore, as 
they are against the plan and purpose of reality, 
they are false and imaginary, It mattereth not 
what the exterior may be if the heart is pure…” 
            Abdu’l-Baha, The Promulgation of 
Universal Peace 

 
When:         Sunday, February 13 
Time:          10am-3pm 
Where:        Kaye Webster's in Ft. Defiance 
Bring:         Pot Luck Lunch & Hearts-on-    
                     fire with the love of Bahá'u'lláh  
Hosts:          Cluster Coordination Team 

Lucky # 53/32/22/26/20/28/11/6/9/7 
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Alla’u’abha! My name is Jinous Dehghani and I am a new 
volunteer at NABI. I will be serving here for four months. I am 
originally from Iran, but I have been in the U.S. for almost seven 
years. My family lives in Dallas, Texas.  

I am looking forward to the upcoming four months and I 
am very happy to be serving here at NABI.  

            Hello, my name is Cesar Feria, and I am from Palauan Island 
in the Philippines. My hometown is Puerto Princesa.  
            At 36, I am the youngest of my parent’s nine children. I have 
three brothers, and five sisters. Sadly, my oldest brother, as well as 
my parents, has passed on. In my family, only my sister Yolanda 
Feria Ho, her husband Edgar Ho, and myself are Bahá’í. I have been 
a Bahá’í since 2000.   
            Before coming to NABI, I had the privilege of serving at the 
National Center in Manila in the 
Philippines and the World Centre 
in Haifa, Israel. I have come here 
to serve and volunteer for the 
Faith. I am very glad that Ba-
há’u’lláh has given me the chance 
to serve the people of this  
community.  
 
 

            NABI would like to say thank-you and goodbye to Administrative Assistant Lakesha 
Armstead and youth volunteer Eleanore Woods, both of whom have gone back to be with 
their families. Your period of service at NABI has been most appreciated. We will miss 
you.  

NABI’s GRAND-OPENING & DEDICATION of the New Kitchen! 
Who will be there? 

•   The National Spiritual Assembly of the United States 
•   Dignitaries from the Navajo Nation 
•   Continental Counselors  
•   Auxiliary Board Members 
•   Performers from several Indian Nations 

 
Please join us for the dedication ceremony, special prayers, performances,  
a traditional Navajo meal, and more.   

               
 

Welcome Cesar and Jinous! 
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The Winter Academy took place at NABI for a week starting Monday, December 27, 2004 to Satur-
day, January 1, 2005.  Three courses studied were: Ruhi Book 0 for adults, Youth Empowerment for the 
youth, and Drawing on the Power of the Word for the junior youth.  All the youth and adults participated in 
service projects and a New Years dance at the end of the week as well. 

Junior Youth  
“Drawing on the Power of the Word” 

The junior youth had a lot 
of fun studying Drawing on the 
Power of the Word.  A lot of top-
ics were covered including the 
questions “why do we use words”, 
and “how do we use words”?   
Through studying the book, the 
youth saw how words have the 
spiritual power to transform our 
lives and our communities 
through many different means. 
These means include the Word of 
God, poetry, stories, songs, and 
the media – radio, television, and 
newspapers.  Working together, 
the kids wrote stories about im-
portant issues in their lives and in 
the world and planned a 10-
minute radio program for the 
class. The radio program com-

bined with many fun games and 
art projects helped the junior 
youth to work together and make 
many new friends. They learned 
that words are very powerful, but 
action must also follow words in 
order for them to have a full im-
pact. Finally, the junior youth 
made a pledge to pray every day, 
and to do service for their com-
munities and families. 

All of the youth and 
adults came together towards the 
end of the week to do service 
projects and participate in the 
dance.  Friday afternoon, older 
youth and adults chopped wood 
and transported it to elders in 
need. While that was happening, 
the junior youth beautified the 

campus by cleaning up trash from 
around the perimeter of NABI and 
made decorations for the dance in 
the Big Hogan.  In the evening eve-
ryone at the academy, including lo-
cal community members, came to-
gether for the dance and drumming. 
They had a blast with great food and 
the entertainment of many different 
kinds of music.  

Shoghi Effendi has said about youth: 
 
"... If the younger Bahá'í generation, in whom Shoghi Effendi has great hopes, take the pain of studying the 
Cause deeply and thoroughly, read its history, find its underlying principles and become both well informed 
and energetic, they surely can achieve a great deal. It is upon their shoulders that the Master has laid the tre-
mendous work of teaching. They are the ones to raise the call of the Kingdom and arouse the people from 
slumber. If they fail the Cause is doomed to stagnation....” 

                              (Letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi: Dawn of a New Day, p. 3) 
                                                                          (Compilations, Lights of Guidance, p. 629) 
 

Youth Empowerment 

Youth and Adults playing the drum together. 

             
            Though our numbers were small 
at this Winter Youth Academy, our youth 
were strong.  In Youth Empowerment, 
we did what Shoghi Effendi wanted us to 
do in this quote, we studied the writings 
and history of the faith, while becoming 
energized.  Now we need our youth and 
junior youth to go out and teach the 
Cause in their communities, to their 
families, and neighbors.  To all the youth 
out there, be sure to invite your friends 
and family to our upcoming Summer 
Youth Academy, which will be in July of 
2005.   
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Ceramics   OR   Painting 

 
 

Local Artists Norman Bitsoui and Chester Kahn will join us for part or all of the 
weekend(s): 

Starting Saturday, February 19th starting at 10am 
    Through Sunday, February 20th until 2pm 
    Then Saturday, February 26th from 10am-10pm will be to finish 
paintings and fire ceramic pots. 

 

A Night Out  
by: Norman Betsoui 

 

To You 
By: Langston Hughes 

 
To sit and dream, to sit and read, 
To sit and learn about the world 
Outside our world of here and 
now --- 
Our problem world --- 
To dream of vast horizons of the 
soul 
Through dreams made whole, 
Unfettered, free --- help me! 
All you who are dreamers too, 
Help me to make 
Our world anew. 
I reach out my dreams to you.  
 

A Source of Joy: Home Visits  
By: Kaveh Shahidi  

This year at the winter 
academy many of the adults took 
Ruhi Book 0.  There were about 
10 people in the class.  We had a 
lot of fun and really got to know 
each other over the course of the 
week. Many important aspects of 
the Institute Process were dis-
cussed, such as performing ongo-
ing practices of the services taught 
in each Ruhi book.  

 Early on in the study cir-
cle, it was decided that what was 
needed in the surrounding com-
munity, was home visits with our 
neighbors and friends.  The first 
thing we did as a group was to 
consult about how to accomplish 
this task.  Many of the friends 
from the NABI area had ideas 
about various friends that might 
enjoy a visit. Then we said 
prayers for our success. We split 
up into groups with one member 
being someone who personally 
knew the individual we would be 
visiting.  

We set out in different di-
rections to visit our neighbors. 
Each visit was a success story. 
Next we consulted upon the les-
sons we learned. The outcome 
was so pleasant that we decided to 
do it for the second day too!  
Thank God for providing us with 
this wonderful opportunity! Eve-
ryone, including the youth were 
enthusiastic to help, and help they 
did!  Everybody got involved 

chopping wood and delivering it.  
This project reminded all of us of 
how good it makes one feel to be of 
service to humanity.  We all hope 
that this will become an ongoing 
activity and a source of joy to this 
loving community. 

Tumbleweed rolling up the sheer 
Wall of the canyon, 
A harsh sandstorm is spraying  
Sands and pebbles; 
The whole canyon is at the mercy  
Of a deaf noise. 

 
The day ends with the wind. 
Dying down to a tranquility; 
Bringing about that very quietude  
Throughout the red rock nobility. 
 
This splendid canyon land of 
cheer, 
As if colored in crayon; 
A beautiful realism portraying 
A gorgeous landscape; 
The whole realm for you to fancy, 
As the moon rise. 
 
At days end with no wind, 
Frying quite a quantity 
Of bread to be eaten with gratitude 
And with much hospitality. 
 
The citrine-colored full moon rise 
Was just over the eastern horizon, 
When twilight descended upon 
This magnificent canyon.  
 
The very remoteness  and solitude 
Of this stark wilderness 
Was signalized by a coyote  
howling, 
Elsewhere in the desert---- 
Bringing about that formidable  
aspect 
Of the canyon at night. 
A hinterland so colorful is a  
paradise 
And has its own western Amazon  
In the light of the arid desert ---   
Is decent to acknowledge. 
 
The utter beauty and magnitude 
Of this ecstatic canyon  
Is emphasized by the colorful  
variation 
Everywhere you desire 
To take pictures of this adorable 
gorge 
On any given days. 


