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First Day of
Ridvan, April
21% is almost

here!

It’s time to elect
members for
your new LSA
and

celebrate this
important holy
day.

“The Divine
Springtime is come,
O Most Exalted
Pen, for the Festival
of the All-Merciful
is fast approaching.”

Baha’u’llah, Gleanings
from the Writings of
Baha’u’llah, pg. 27

What is an Intensive Growth Pro-
gram (IGP)? This is a question that the
Ft. Defiance Cluster, Al03, delved into
during the February and March cluster
meetings. The first of these meetings
was held at Kaye Webster’s house in Ft.
Defiance. John Kuranowicz gave a
heart-felt presentation about Pilgrimage,
which was followed by a power point on
IGP given by Jerry Bathke. Jerry ex-
plained our need for an intensive program
of growth in our communities, which was
backed up with numbers and statistics
from our cluster. At the end of the meet-
ing, Baha’u’llah gave the cluster affirma-
tions to their need for intensive growth,
when a long-time seeker, Alvin De
Guzman, declared his faith in Baha’u’l-
lah.

The February cluster meeting was
followed by a smaller meeting, which in-
cluded members of the Cluster Coordi-
nating Team (CCT), LSA members from
the Cluster, and Auxiliary Board Member
(ABM) Alice Bathke. Samir Wahid

hosted this small, yet intense and produc-
tive CCT meeting. During this meeting
Alice gave further instructions as to how
the Intensive Growth Program would
work and encouraged the group to make
their own IGP plan.

Deciding to focus on Ganado, Ft.
Defiance, and Houck, the CCT chose co-
ordinators for these areas. These coordi-
nators are: Ed Peace (928-309-7406) for
Ganado; Kathy Bennet (505-879-1958)
for Ft. Defiance; and John Kuranowicz
(505-660-8202) for Houck. They fin-
ished the meeting by planning a March 6
cluster meeting, that was to be held at the
Ft. Defiance Chapter House.

March 6 began the AIO3 Intensive
Growth Program with a large cluster meet-
ing at the Chapter House. The meeting be-
gan with prayers and was attended by active
Baha’is from all over the cluster. This
group not only included Alvin, who had de-
clared at the last meeting, but another new

Baha’i, Terrell Thompson, also attended the
meeting. Terrell declared his faith in Ba-
ha’u’llah only days before the cluster meet-
ing. With great joy, the cluster was given
the “plan” that was prepared by the Cluster
Coordinating Team, which was followed by
a short power point, consultation, and fur-
ther explanation. Seeing that time was get-
ting short, the group broke up into 3 smaller
focus groups to consult about their next ac-
tion steps to take for Ganado, Ft. Defiance,
and Houck areas. After the consultation
finished, the groups gave a brief presenta-
tion of their focus group plans. Enthused
about the next steps to take in this teaching
plan, the group said closing prayers and
sang the Remover of Difficulties prayer to-
gether. Everyone departed with smiles and
excitement as they began their first Inten-
sive Growth Program.

If you have any exciting teaching
stories, art work, or poetry that you would
like to add to the newsletter to inspire all
the teachers of the Faith, please email them
to nabi@usbnc.org or call Anna at 928-386-
9001. Thank you all for your service and
hard work! Keep praying and teaching and
Baha’u’llah will bless us with many more
seekers and members of our beloved Baha’i
Faith.




Arts Program
February 26th

Painting, drawing, and stretching
canvasses was the name of the game for this
years arts program. NABI youth volun-
teers, members of the Bitsouie and Chee
families were present for this daylong
workshop. Chester Kahn honored us with
his presence around lunchtime and offered
fun warm-up and drawing exercises for the
early afternoon. Joy was had by all.
Students proudly displayed their artwork at
the end of the day.

A beautiful work of art
done by Crystal Betsoi.

>
On dfasting
By: Rumi

There is an unseen sweetness
in the stomach of emptiness.

We are lutes.

When the soundbox is filled,

no music can come forth.

When the brain and the belly
are burning from fasting,

every moment a new song rises
out of the fire.

Mark your calendars!

NABI isr having a Ruhi
Intensive Week and
Children's Classes!

June 13th - 18th

This is Faith

By: Amatu’l-Baha
Ruhiyyih Khanum
Rabbani

To walk where there is no path
To breathe where there is no air
To see where there is no light
This is faith.

To cry in the silence, the silence

of the night r '.
X N Rl

The mists are clear,
and a new vitality makes you
spring up the steps before you.

Be empty and cry as a reed in-
strument.

Be empty and write secrets with
a reed pen.

When satiated by food and drink,
an unsightly metal statue

Is seated where your spirit should
4 be.

When fasting, good habits gather

e | like

helpful friends.

Fasting is Solomon’s ring.
Don’t give in to illusion
and lose you power.

But even when all will and con-
trol
have been lost,
they will return when you fast,

And hearing no echo, believe,
and believe again and again.
To raise sticks and see forests
To smile with weeping eyes
This is Faith.

Veil thy Face and mute thy
tongue

Yet | see and hear Thee, Love
Beat me down to the bare earth
Yet | raise and love Thee, Love
This is faith.

Painting done by Jinous Dehghani.

like soldiers appearing out of the

==l ground,

or pennants flying in the breeze.

A table descends to your tents,
the Lord’s table.

¥ Anticipate seeing it when fasting,

1 this table spread with a different
food,

far better than the broth of
cabbages.

Do you teach Children’s Classes?

Do you want to?

Come to NABI’s Core Curriculum Children’s Class
Training starting May 6th-8th
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Congratulations
Bayan!

consist of NHS, Closeup, Band
and M.E.S.A. Listening to mu-
sic, martial arts, and reading is
what Bayan enjoys doing in-

St. Michaels very own Bayan
Wahid, the son of Samir Wahid
and Linda Riley, showed up in a
recent issue of the Gallup Inde-
pendent. He was voted by
Gallup’s Rotary Club as one of

Bayan’s current school activities

February’s Seniors of the Month.

between his studies. His special
academic achievements include
Top Gun Awards 9™, 10" and
11" grades, and he acquired the
highest GPA in his whole class.
He plans to attend a University
in the near future.

NABI®S
Newest
Addition
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March

April

May

June:

o June 12t%: Council Fire.

o June 13% — 18th: Ruhi Intensive for all ages.

Hello, my name is Forouz
Karami. I’m originally from Iran
and have lived in Dallas, Texas

| for the past seven years. | received

my Bachelor’s degree in Interdis-
ciplinary Studies (school counsel-
ing) from the University of Texas
at Dallas in 2004. | plan to con-

|| tinue my education this coming

NAI Calendar of Events

o March 25th —27th: Ruhi intensive Books 2-4, 6 and 7 part one at NABI starting
at 7 p.m. Friday through Sunday 2 p.m.

o April 8t — 10t: Ruhi intensive Books 2-4, 6 and 7 part two at NABI starting at
7 p.m. Friday through Sunday 2 p.m.

« April 16th: Tutor gathering at Charlotte Kahn’s 2-4 p.m.

o April 23d — 24th: Community Service and Ruhi Practice, and work weekend
with John Kuranowicz. For more info call John at: 505-660-8202.

« May 6t — 8t: Children’s Class Core Curriculum Training Part 1.
« May 20t — 23rd: Children’s Class Core Curriculum Training Part 2.

« June 11%: Big Hogan Dedication Ceremony with members of the National
Spiritual Assembly (NSA) of the Baha’i’s of the United States.

fall. Meanwhile, nothing would
be more pleasing than serving
the Cause. | was born in a Ba-
ha'i family and have a younger
and an older brother who are
also Baha'i’s.

When | heard about
NABI, | prayed for an opportu-
nity to serve here and | am
grateful to have the chance to
spend three months in this
lovely community. | look for-
ward to spending time and get-
ting to know each and everyone
of the community members.
Allah’u’abha.
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